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Picture Perfect

Jean Alan creates an ideal backdrop for
an adventurous family in YWinnatka.

By Dianna Tychaen
Phalagraphy By Michasl Robineen
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Picture Perfect

Jean Alan creates an ideal backdrop for
an adventurous family in Winnetka.

By Diana Tychsen
Photography by Michael Robinson

lean Alan of Alan Design Studio in Buckrown knows
how to make a scene. Working as a professional set
decorator for film and relevision in Chicago and
L.A.—highlights include fie Blwes Brotbers and e
[t weballes—she E_a:lnm'l an rl]r_'..':lnl.wd:: knn'.'.-']ﬂ'l[;r'
-:'-|-||..|-.'.:|p;n |:-:'|i-:1|.|..-: and the abili ¥ 10 Creaile spaces 1o Lvesr
suit the characrers in r.ar.]:l e |.1_-|n.1. Nc-'.-.-' w:l-ci.nn a% an
incerior designer. Alan can absarb the persanalities of
her clients and grow with them through their aestheric
ebbs and Hows

In the case of the clients whose historic single-
}-.:u:u'.]_'; home interiors she designed in Winnetka, che
I.".I..l.l:l.-l.'.'l-]!i]:l '::ll.iﬁill.'lll'!'j jll i"'-“;i, ..l_'l:l.lr'I I.!'I.'j-\'_'lll' |I|.|.' ril.l::l.i.l.,.'
had grown from rwo to—presently—four. "One day we
wandered into Jean’s store on Damen Avenue,” explains
the husband. * The relationship developed over the years,
I"-I:"EITI.I:EEII.F. "-Irl'l X :I'I'I.'III l'II.IJf]I.'I.ﬂ" [r‘rﬁlll l'bl"l s.rnr:'“:. ]E"'.'III
hasa very unique approach to u{i.-si.f,l:l. that .ﬂ:q'.llli.'\- fo s

Whar speaks mosr cleardy is the collecrive love
of adventure, it seems. 50 when the family needed
assistance renovating cheir home on the North Shore,
they called Alan, and the trio dove right in—starting
with the formal dining room. The exploit began with
a trip o Antique Resources in Lakeview o Snag an
18th-century English Regency dining table. The couple
commirred on the gpor. " They just wenr for it,” says
Alan, "J:”"’h”.ﬁ thii table was such a Fil.r." The solid, 36-
inch mahogany inseres chat can come and go -rlrp-r:m:lin:.;
an the size of the PATY Were an added banus, " They
are able ro have a sit-down dinner for 20 people with
thar rable:™ exclaims Alan. “It’s such a unique piece.”
Oiher one-of-a-kind finds were cthe extraordinary
1930: French cerused oak sideboard with a \-'Nn.‘l:l__g;_rj.':
[inished, wrought-iron overlay, sourced by the designe:
fram lirdibs, and an anricque Mersian Lavar Rerman rug
I-'Iiilll Hi"l" II"c :":-\.I.I::-'f| {';-I”!'r?.' il'l ].ir=|1'1||| I"ulll"ﬁ. -_ri'ul | ] I"ul""
a nerwork of tradesmen who turn these barred pieces
ineo heauries,” r'l.;J1|.1|ru rthe hushand, The alive caorner
cabinets from Olde Chicago Led. Antiques also got
some much-needed TLC, while che silk draperies and
CLESECHERE € II-III.E J'I:I.tl.l.-l.' 111} Ii:ll.l.l..l. Wil I'I an mmkincats i.:l-l.illl."

inlay detail—: -'_'III||.'lll.'||.'\'|.|. the loak.



Many group sppreval samange lor che coher areas
of the hame '\'-'\L..-\-“-':I. eleen with chilclren in rorve ™%
enk mmasy arips witk kean aml the kids o sandetul
watchiouses to seeold, siie-olakisd Furniiee.” sys che
wife, who insies ber daughren. 11, and s % gave a b

of inpur o she rneriar aeetheric

-

The Eagmily ales hax a pepuizsian bor being audacioass
w1 B, and the kincksn '.'.-.ll-:|.'1|r.:.i:\-:! B s ragy all
kind: of risde LEEIng bexch wirh the culbiie and décar.
‘Food aisd .l.-.|i|||E e LEpOrTann pims of our Lves.”
.-u.l'\l.' ns e ke, “And T have alea abe 1y been imeresed
in schitectare,” the hughand chiemes in. Srasring wich
e scene-siealing Maravian st paadae Lights ever
the siland Fram I:Gu:'Ll:.lu. foovine Lo :h.tuulqu: Diarch
Lighrs feom Urbas Eleceric and end iag wirk che equally
nnusual mid-ceprury metal bar waols Alan chose m
reuphclsior in Kelees beacher froon Edelesan, £ chevioass

the lamily hasa casie leeth mumaz . Prsprs sichiieci

Selask ver B k. J|'.l||; with thel cantracton, 5., Baclk
Consenecrion managed che kirdben redesign. Ver Bryck
borromsd the doar sryvde Sor the cabiner fuce from che
exiing snilbaads inthe house, so sheee isa samleesness
in siyle ax cne travels through the home. Alan ;meruaw
thee ks, which invelved Easdpicking a bascious,
whine, il I.-\A.H."-\.lt'll:.' for the cabinetry Lo glve fed
of the and.” as Alan describes ir. "% alweavs wwanr che
1esrures of rthe gace 1o speak for themeelwes, ro look
i of thr

arcmadss a Caar JIII'I’Iil!I fllll:r'.'.-

[hs I-.|||'_5.' e elf e kikchen Eraiid paiis guddt
10 & nboie el kocale—Rr .||:!:_|!r. as e Fai J._. i KT
w rrave] abr '\..'\.‘l.{l. ri :'|.-'|_-\.-||' w—wirh a =8 |:'\-:-'|'|g|n.-||

1 -l:'-.||:-.'.: anby reverad in |||||.1l.l.'\-: 1 wryal calarul

s s frcam Tk Anam irclish rup lies
sl the srating aren, wisich Al scdidis was z b ol
a sphirpe. T ralked them oo |]|.'I||.i'_l||-r chaitam Feme
upholsrered rufred sofa.” she admics, *Bur sveryone
inmvatved agrees ivwar well warth i Cirher somarr speids
were the fagemingan Patinibi rabde trom Lealie Hindenan

Aactiomerts amad the Paal Melebl: chain, which wes

]

Lel Sl fEmgred
Tl Chiea cilewt
wro' | wnyaedls
Ciwch o e gl
ol il e
- wa Uy osdan
i T e
e I Ty T,

mara mb pellowa
8 b b powos! o
Tarkin. 1 bl s

s i Lesle Kl o
Rl pmoe wd e
W g e
8 i Wght dicl
Baoe. 1w cham
i Pl Miciodth amd
e v N
n I'e owmare whels
W g laE @ bt
o e | il s
wmnd G ey
2l LR R
EETTERLER 5.




Lieft: Alan designid
this china calingl
hersell, insgied by
Crinch cinlwsmmn Elqllt
ke dissgned the
splurge=-wirlhy custam
Bulted sea feam gresn
sata im the Fring room,
adornad with pillews
in fabiric Sourced from
Terkesy. ] talleed them

it |spherping],” she .
zdmuis. “Bul everyme F_ﬁ-
inmived agrees 0 was

wiell worth iL® The table £ Teun
i from Lesha Hindman

fmcisoneers, and lhe

tmumpet light chandeber

iz from Yinight Auction

Hosze The chairs ae

by Paud McCobd and

the plciure was found -
by the swmers whils

on vacaian m |deho,

“I's of the forest fires

aromd Sun Yalley a

comle years aga,” the

hushand explains.

Many group approval ourings tor the other areas
of the hame fallowed, often with children in row. “We

took many uips with Jean and the kids o wonderful
warehouses to see old, one-of-a-kind furnirure,” says the
wife, wha insists her daughrer, 11, and son, 9, gave a lar
u.Fll:lIJllt on the interior assthetic,

The tamily also hasa reputarion for being audacious
with food, and the kitchen was designed to encourage all o
kinds af rii]'i:'l.'tL:irl.ﬁ bath with the cuisine and décar, L = |
“Food and cooking are importam parts of our lives,”
explains the wife. “And | have also always been interested
in architecture,” the husband chimes in. Starting with
the scene-stealing Moravian star pendant lights ove:
the island from Brighton. moving o the unique Punch
Lights fram Urban Elecrric and ending with the equally

unusual mid-century metal bar stools Alan chose 10
reupholster in Keleen leather from Edelman, it's obvious
the f.HTlil:,.' has a rasre for the whimsical. P Hecr archinecr
Mark ver Bryck, along wich their contracror, 5.]. Bacik
Construction, managed the kischen redesign. Ver Bryck
borrowed the door style for the cabinet face from the
existing millwork in the house, so there is a scamlessness
in sryle as ane travels through the hame. Alan oversaw
the hnishes, which involved handpicking a luscious,
white, oil-based paint for the cabinetry to give it a “feel
aof the hand.” as Alan describes ie, “We :-|.|'|.'|.r.1_'!.-'.1 want the
textures of the space 1o speak for themselves, wo look
handmade and of the most superior qualiry.”

The family room off the kitchen transports guests
to a more exotic locale—hrringly, as the family is known
1o travel abroad quite frequently—with a sea foam green
L-shaped sofa covered in pillows in a variety of colorful
prints sourced from Turkey. An anrique Kurdish rug lies
under the seating area, which Alan admics was a bit of
a splurge. "I ralked them into deing the custom Rome
uphalsrered rufred sofa,” she admirs. “Bur everyone
involved agrees it was well worth it.” Other smart spends
were the Argentinian Petiribi table from Leslie Hindman
Auwctioneers and the Paul MeCaobb chairs, which were
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Design Details
TYPE 1920s English Tudor
LOCATION Winnctka

MNARDE 2011 Winnetka
Preservation Award

PROJECT ARCHITECT
Mark ver Bryck

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
5.]. Bacik Construction

INTERIOR DESGH Jean Alan
af Alan Desisn Swudio

VENDORS

1stdibs

Sideboard in dining roam
{1sedibs.com)

Antique Resources
English Regency

table in dining room
(antiqueresourcesinc.com)

given new Edelman leather seats and Manuel Canovas  Mhave: Flawr

fubric seat backs. The inly didn' aki Pages susplied Beighton
ric seat couple certainly “k'ﬂfF' N the wallpaper, Penclants in kirchen

lighring—a former set designer insists on giving it top made-is-ads

billing, after all—so the sconces (behind the sofa) are 2 custom salmon (brightoncellection.com)

vintage Koch and Lowy and above the casual dining muh Cowtan & Tout
. z . ]
table h:mg French Chandler trumgpet I.I,E,hm, circa 1965, Dpsp it g Manuel Canovas fabric
from Richard Wright's auction house. The diming roem for family room chairs
Not only do the ladies at Alan Design Studio (Jean & 1M 8 framatic (cowtan.com)
_— - enments, such
iz “Mom” in the mml:.ﬂ-d:ushur rean: her d:ughut 2z the antigus Edclinan Leathes
is the equally talented Ruthie) arrange furniture—they  mahogony dining Sof and chaics in family room
design and build ir. The aforementioned tufted sofa was L‘:}Eﬂt;‘l fededdmanleacher.com)

an Alan design, as was the china cabineron the opposite gz anda
wall of the kitchen—builr from a series of skerches by Persian g
Alan and manufacoured using a quarter cut hgure anigre

Flavor Paper
Wallpaper in powder room

wood veneer. The result can only be described as "Czech (flavorpaper.com)
cubism, pre-Wordd War I1.” Alan says marrer-of-Factly. *[ L““‘ HM"‘“ ﬁ“m
spent some time in Prague and broughe back all kinds Fﬂml:" table in family room
of reference books. I wanted to create something really {lesliehindman.com)
unique in their atherwise all-whire kitchen, and [the Olde Chicago Lid. Antiques
clients] let me—1I was lucky.” Cabinets in dining room
There was another fortunare cccurrence when [alduhir;aﬁamuiquﬂ,c-bm]
it came rime ro decorare the powder reom. Alan just Reza’s Rug Gall
happened to stumble upon the perfect wallpaper from Rases ik and 13
" : 3 ugs in dining and living
Flavor Paper. "An urban damask, we'll call it,” she says s
; L room (rezasruggallery.com)
with a laugh. “There are fire hydrants, pigeons, rats and
parking meters—all hidden in the print.” Alan had the The Urban E"““'k' Company
company make it in the custom salmon color because Punch "Eht‘: in kitchen
“we needed some color in there, ton!™ she exclaims, The (urbanelectricco.com)
mother-of pead rile wall, the 19205 etched mirrar and Wright Auction House
the R.C. sconces are the perfect neutral complement. Trumpet lights in family room
MNow thar the currains are up, how are the reviews? (wrighr20.com)

“We dreamed of a place where we could all come
together,” says the husband. “And this is ic.”
Ah, success. Or, as they say in Hellywood, that's

awmap.m
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